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 Catching berried female is one of the major problems that caused the 

declining of blue swimming crab (BSC) resources in Thailand. Therefore, the 

stock enhancement projects, “Crab Bank”, were launched in many places, but 

many of them failed or could not continue for a long period. The eco-tourism is 

now very popular in Thailand. If the eco-tourism could be promoted together 

with the “Crab Bank” project, it might have been solved those problems. So, in 

this study, ecotourism for conservation of BSC was on trial at the small scale 

fishery community in Yongsatar village, Takham subdistrict, Palien district, 

Trang province. The hatching was conducted at the local crab collector where 
there are all facilities needed.  

 Berried females, with average carapace length and weight of 

125.31+9.81 mm and 161.95+35.78 g, respectively, were placed in the tanks. 

The water level was 20 cm depth and was aerated for 1-2 days before releasing 

berried females. When the crab larvae hatched, the numbers of larvae were 

randomly estimated. In this study, 134 berried females were used and 87.9% of 

them hatched. The average hatching rate of a berried female was 

435,396.70+258,277.82. There was no statistically different of the hatching rate 

in different months (P>0.05). The average decreasing weight of female crab 

after hatching was 20.92+11.05 g. It could be calculated as the cost of 6.22 Thai 

Baht of each female. This shows the promising potential to launch the crab 
larvae releasing event for eco-tourism.  
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