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The Seto Inland Sea is the largest enclosed coastal sea in Japan, and 

also blessed with beautiful islands and abundant nature.  However, we 

experienced various social issues including damages to the aquatic life and the 

fishing industry caused by increased pollutant loads, and the loss of seaweed 

beds and tidal flats. To resolve these issues, we have conducted environmental 

water management including the control system of water pollutant loads based 

on the Water Pollution Control Act and the Law concerning Special Measures 

for Conservation of the Environment of the Seto Inland Sea (the Special Law 
hereafter).  As a result, water quality is steadily improving. 

However, red tides and dead zones still occur in some areas of the 

Seto Inland Sea. We also recognize new issues around bio-diversity, bio-

productivity and climate change. With these points, the Special Law was 

revised in 2015 with the revision of the Basic Plan for environmental 

conservation of the Seto Inland Sea.  With these revisions, it has been made 

clear that we need to make the Seto Inland Sea a “Bountiful Sea” through 

securing bio-diversity and bio-productivity in addition to improvement of water 

quality.  

We conducted a series of surveys into benthos, bottom sediments, 

seaweed beds and tidal flats throughout the Seto Inland Sea in the three years 

from 2015.  In 2016, we also began to analyze the effects of climate change.  

We will continue to implement comprehensive study and administrative 
programs to realize a “Beautiful and Bountiful Seto Inland Sea.”  
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