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Population decline in wedge clam boosts up public attention on 

conservation efforts. However, information of wedge clam resources is still 

limited making it difficult to support the wedge clam resource conservation. In 

this study, a transdisciplinary approach was applied by integrating ecological 

and socio-economic information to support the effective management of the 

wedge clam resource in Thailand. Ecological and socioeconomic surveys were 

conducted at Hat Pak Meng, Trang Province, during November 2016 to March 

2017 aiming to illustrate the importance of clam fishery and to analyze the 

current state of the fishery based on the fishers’ point of view as well as the 

collaboration on the conservation of wedge clam resource. We found all fishers 

agreed that the wedge clam fishery is important for their livelihoods in terms of 

food source and household additional income. High proportion of female fishers 

(>80%) reflected the high level of women participation in this fishery. Most of 

the fishers pointed out that the declines in abundance and individual size of 

clam are currently observed. These could be mainly resulted from the growing 

number of fishers collecting the clam. Importantly, cooperative management 

has been initialized to conserve the wedge clam resources in Hat Pak Meng 

through meetings in which relevant stakeholders consisting of governmental 

and private sectors as well as local communities were involved. The 

stakeholders cooperatively agreed to establish several conservation strategies 

for wedge clam resource conservation, for examples, designating no-take areas, 

establishing the size limit for wedge clam collection, and supporting the 
activities to enhance the fishers’ awareness.   
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