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Abstract 

The literature on diving tourism has grown at a pace almost comparable to the growth in the number of 
tourists/destinations. Worldwide there are scientific works focused on the impact of diving tourism on 
the environment, on behavioral observation and satisfaction of divers, however they are mainly focused 
on tropical regions usually associated with coral reefs. In subtropical/temperate regions, with specific 
characteristics like non-tropical rocky flora and faunal communities and other biogenic reefs, there are a 
knowledge gaps in this area. For instance, most of the studies addresses Mediterranean coralligenous 
systems and coral species as bioindicators of the impacts in marine ecosystems caused by diving 
tourism. In Portugal, information and research on characteristics and management of diving activity and 
acceptable limits of change (LAC) of the marine ecosystem is limited. This project will address adapted 
methodologies, diving sites carrying capacity, having as a case study the Azores archipelago (NE Atlantic) 
and the Algarve, being able to assist in the future better management and understanding of the activity, 
considered strategic for the tourist development of both regions. The investigation will include an 
analysis of the pressure of diving activity on ecosystems, the LAC of the ecosystem and the impact on 
tourist satisfaction. The purpose of this presentation is to provide the preliminary results of the first step 
of the study, such as: how the theme of recreational diving management has been approached 
worldwide; the barriers on mainstreaming the evaluation of ecological LAC into management; what 
knowledge gaps exist in subtropical/temperate regions with the characteristics of the case studies; what 
solutions were found to reach a better management of the activity industry in these regions. 
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