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Abstract 

River dolphins and porpoises are two of the world's most endangered species. The Mahakam River's 
dolphin population and distribution spread far upstream and into its tributaries. Mahakam dolphins may 
search for food in these remote areas of the river due to the effects of ocean tides and floods. Since 
these dolphins are often captured and unable to return to their natural habitats, sub-populations have 
developed. In East Kalimantan, dolphin monitoring is performed infrequently and inconsistently. 
Monitoring necessitates precision and repeating measurements of the same methodology that is being 
built on a regular basis. This research used a parallel monitoring survey in three locations (Kedang 
Kepala, Pela, and Kedang Rantau), which meant we split into three survey teams and collaborated on 
the project at the same time. The monitoring was completed in three months, with each month 
requiring a six-day field survey. In regular field surveys, we conduct three types of monitoring surveys: 
morning, daylight, and afternoon. Dolphins are easier to spot in the Mahakam river, especially in the 
Kedang Kepala estuaries, meaning that they aren't bothered by high ship traffic or turbidity counting. 
When they leave this habitat, it is predicted that they will have a major impact on the food supply. Food 
is most often found in estuaries, where dolphins are more likely to come across it. For dolphins, flooding 
and tidewater are major issues. They travel upstream and are always unable to return to their starting 
point. Dolphins will migrate upstream when the Mahakam river tide is high. The dolphin population 
drops into the pit and into the swamp area when the water recedes. 
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