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Student’s Ocean Awareness, Xiamen University Case
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Ocean issues with conceptual ties to science and a global society have captured the
attention, imagination, and concern of an international audience. Global climate change,
natural disasters, overfishing, marine pollution, freshwater shortages, groundwater
contamination, economic trade and commerce, marine mammal stranding, and decreased
biodiversity are just a few of the ocean issues highlighted in our media and conversations.
Human activities are the highest threats to marine environment; different authors have
proved that the main reason to this problem is revealed to be a lack of ocean
environmental awareness among the public. It’s therefore important to develop a method
to evaluate marine environmental awareness. A questionnaire consisting of personal
background, basic knowledge, how people get information about marine environment and
how they react on it was designed in this study. As a preliminary study, this questionnaire
was applied to students from Xiamen University. Xiamen University is one of recognized
institutions in China, situated in a coastal area and where a large number of students
(Chinese and international) are trained. This study is being conducted in order to
evaluate the level of ocean environmental awareness among Xiamen University students;
how the students are aware of the problem facing the oceans and if they are ready to
take part in marine environment protection. Furthermore, the correlations between
levels of ocean environmental awareness and their background, majors, gender,
geographical situation of their home town and so on will be analyzed. After an analysis of
the results, some recommendations of improving marine environmental awareness will be
proposed. This will increase the public involvement in marine environment protection and
this will build a better future of our oceans. Keywords: ocean awareness, marine
environment, Xiamen University


