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Abstract 
 
The study attempted to establish if distinctions could be made between findings of 
disparate groups of people undertaking beach based marine debris surveys. Final year 
undergraduates and 16+ years of age secondary school students collected and analysed 
litter from beaches in South Wales, UK. At Tresilian, the pocket beach was subdivided 
into 1 metre strips for 30 m and then every 5m. The undergraduates were divided into 
groups and recorded all litter found in the transects. Between Swanbridge and 
Lavernock, the coastline was divided into 0.5km stretches and litter was recorded on 
pre defined sheets by the school children (11groups of four persons per group). In all 
cases - except for one undergraduate group, no statistical difference was obtained 
between groups recording litter from the same profile. The exception in the 
undergraduate group was due to recorder error. In both student groups, potentially 
hazardous containers were wrongly identified. The study indicates that litter counts by 
volunteer groups can be carried out at a sound level of confidence. The width of the 
beach transect needed to encompass all categories of litter for this particular beach was 
found to be 14 metres. 
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