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Abstract  

Tourism is Malta’s main income generating industry, yet only 2.4% of the shoreline 
is composed of sandy beaches. Many thousands of coast users rely on rocky shore 
platforms for sunbathing, relaxation and access to the sea for swimming. Improved 
management and facilities at such platforms might encourage greater use and relieve 
pressure on the few sandy beaches. Some previous work has suggested that tourists who 
now use sandy beaches would be reluctant to switch to using rock platforms but native 
Maltese coast users might be more willing given good management and a clean, safe 
environment. A survey of 132 rock platform users (of whom 101 were native Maltese) 
was conducted during the summer of 1997. Convenience, attractiveness and space were 
common reasons for visiting these sites. Only a third of users were satisfied with 
management and most people attached a high importance to this aspect. There was a 
preference for platforms which had been engineered to smooth them and ease access, 
but most people wanted quiet locations which were undeveloped or with only basic 
facilities rather than sites adjacent to towns or resorts. Bathing water quality and rock 
platform cleanliness were prioritised highly. Low priorities were given to restaurant 
facilities and nearby car parking. Many opinions and preferences were remarkably 
similar to those of local users of sandy beaches (as opposed to visiting tourists) 
surveyed in the Mediterranean and elsewhere. Overall, results suggested that careful 
environmental engineering and management are to be preferred to large scale 
commercial development of such locations.    

  


