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ABS1"'RACT 

TI1e republic of Benin is a s1nall developing com1uy of West Africa. The 四~le access to 
drinking water in order to improve the-ir state of health is tl1e main problem 1t 1s confronted 
with. ・n1eretore, the Govenunent set up equiptuents through the Be血 eseSt)City of Electric 
Power and Water to supply peopleヽ:vithdrinkable・water. That it is tl1e case of Po足 sake給
Ifangni cities in South-East of Be1un. But, a few ye邸 latertl1e sanitary stastistics show tl皿
people of this region are co1面ontedwith water deseases suc-h as diarrhoea, cholera, hepatitis 
virus, malaria ... 

TI1at situation does not con1e from the water quality but it depends on : 
(i)-the houshold use of "vater without any sanitation 
(ii)-the polluted enviro1unent in ,vhich people live皿 dwhich is favorable to various intections 
and diseases. 

As a solution to this situation, a project has been initiated by the Beninese Socity of Electric 
Power and Water supply to promoting water business and to bring people to use water in a 
better way and protecting their en咄 onment.
It血這 at : sensibilizing people on water-hygiene-en匹 onment-healtl1interactions and 
constructing public sanitary services (latrines, channels ...) 

Three years after the project has impleu1ented its actions, we notice that the region is still 
un1四 lthy.People continue to live it1 unhealthy conditions. rn1e rate of diseases has increased 
seriously皿 dthe non1ber of new subscribers to diinkable. water does not it1cre-ase-. So tl1e 
expecte<:1 objectives of the project ru・e not r邸 ched.

TI1e 1nait1 reason of it fealure is relate-cl to tl1e n1ethodology: 
(i) -people who benefit of the project ,vere not associated as 1nuch as tl1ey should切
(ii) -sociocultural, historic and econo1nic realities of the region ,vere not seriously takei1 into 
account. 
As a matter of fact, the project is cot迅ideredas a foreign uutiative arid its activities were 
neglected by the beneficiaies. 

To succed in this kind of project, it is neces町 totake it1to accorn1t three points : 
(i) -an education progran1 1uust be developed simultaneously with all before project of water 
equipment instaIL,tion, 
(ii) -pet1ple should be associated in tl1e identification, the conception and the in1ple1nentation 
of any project for water resource promotion, 
(iii) -sociocultural,. historic皿 deconomic realities of the region must be taken acc.ount as basic 
data. 
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