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Rio de Janeiro’s Guanabara Bay, is a 384 km2 Bay with a narrow 

opening to the sea, located on the South Atlantic coast of Brazil. The Bay is a 

very important economic asset for Brazil, home to a major Port, industrial 

development, a major oil refinery and serves as the hub for ship and drilling 

platform anchorage, construction and repair to support oil exploration on the 

continental shelf of Brazil. The City of Rio de Janeiro is also a major tourist and 

recreational attraction, known for its beautiful scenery, celebrations like the 

2016 Olympic Summer Games, annual Carnival and world-famous beaches like 

Copacabana and Ipanema, located just outside the mouth of the Bay. 

Unfortunately, the Bay and adjacent coastal waters are highly polluted by 

untreated sewage, industrial waste, trash and runoff from dense urban areas that 

support a population of 8.6 million people living and working in the Bay’s 

watershed.  Since the 1990’s, Rio de Janeiro has been working with 

international technical and financial assistance to address the major problems, 

untreated sewage and trash dumping, however, progress has been painfully 

slow. In 2013, Rio approached the State of Maryland, under the terms of a 

cooperative sister-state agreement signed in 1999, to request technical 

assistance for the restoration effort in Guanabara Bay.  Environmental 

restoration experts from Maryland worked closely with their counterparts in Rio 

to develop a restoration plan framework and public “score card” to track and 

accelerate progress for Guanabara Bay based on the successful Chesapeake Bay 

restoration effort. 
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