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 The 2004 Sumatra tsunami devastated a large amount of the local 

communities along the coastline of the Andaman Sea in the southern Thailand. 

Since then, a large amount of money and effort have been invested in the 

tsunami research and development, earthquake and tsunami monitoring and 

warning systems and a large number of educational outreach to young 

generations which leads to quick recovery of most affected communities and 

better tsunami and earthquake mitigations of the country. This work presents a 

case study of the post-disaster recovery processes for a comparison of two small 

local villages in Suk Samran district, Ranong province: the Nua and the Hat Sai 

Khao villages and the government organizations, the Kasetsart University's 

Andaman Coastal Research Station for Development that also sustained heavily 

damages. The recovery process of these two small villages can be used as 

proxies for many small local communities in the southern Thailand about how 

they have adapted themselves to restore their communities back to their normal 

stages and eventually to have a sustainable immunity to this natural hazard.  It 

can be concluded that for small local communities, it is extremely difficult to 

accomplish a full recovery without a quick external supports. It can be seen for 

this specific case study that the continuation of the long term support to the 

affected communities and the participation of the victims in the restoration and 

reconstruction processes are also very important in order to help the victims 
restore their lives effectively. 
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